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Water Vole 

Ratty Breakfast by Simon Roy, Askham Bog Nature Reserve, Yorkshire  
International Garden Photographer of the Year competition (2012) 

Water Vole 



Water Vole Status 

Britain's fastest declining 
mammal…… 
 
 
 
 
 
Fully Protected by Wildlife & 
Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) 



National Perspective 2006 



Water Vole Status 

0 

200 

400 

600 

800 

1000 

1200 

1400 

1600 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

LMDB Water Vole  2013 



Maintenance Cutting 

• 973km of watercourse cut annually 
• 14 operational staff 
• Yearly cutting programme = Yearly transects 



The Recording Team 



Capital Schemes 



Trapping and Removal 

134 captured by EA, in 
2011. 



European Eel 

European Eel 



Eel Life Cycle 

   Sea - Salt Water             River - Fresh Water 



Eel Decline 
The collapse in European eel recruitment
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Passage into Catchment 



Passage from Catchment 
Mature Silver Eels need 
to return to the sea 



IDB Pumping Stations 



Pumping Stations Potential Solutions 
Fish Friendly Pumps 
 
 
 
 
Hydrolox  Screens 



Pumping Stations Potential Solutions 
              Behavioural Screens 
 
 
 
 
                                               
 
 
 
                                             Eel Bypass 



Eel Recording 

Prioritised Approach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions? 


