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Order of presentation 
 
• Background to the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

 
• Your consents and the WFD  
 
• WFD Compliance Assessments 

 
• Questions 



WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE 

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) is European 
legislation. 
• Establish a framework for the protection of inland 

surface waters. 
 

• Including rivers and lakes, transitional waters 
(estuaries), coastal waters and groundwater.  
 

• All aquatic ecosystems and, with regard to their water 
needs, meet ‘Good Status' by 2015. 
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All waterbodies have to achieve “Good Status” or “Good 
Potential” by 2015 unless there are grounds for 
derogation then achievement of good status may be 
extended to 2021 or by 2027 at the latest.  
 
Heavily modified and artificial waterbodies will be 
assessed in relation to their ‘Potential’.  
 
Ecological status is based on a number of biological, 
chemical and physical elements. 
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Designation 
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Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) 
 

• Rivers Trust on a annual basis host Catchment Partnerships  
• Carry out river restoration projects that help rivers achieve their WFD objectives.  
• As a charitable Trust it is hoped that Rivers Trusts are not restricted by red tape and can attract 

more match funding. 
 

Lincolnshire Rivers Trust  
Hosts the Witham Partnership for the Witham catchment 
 
What has been achieved so far: 
• Employing our Project Officer 
• Carrying our PINPOINT educational workshops for farmers on the influence of sediment and diffuse pollution on 

the water environment 
• Producing a video highlighting the positives and negatives of such a diverse catchment 
• Completing a project list in collaboration with our steering group 
• Drafting a catchment plan 
• Started river restoration projects within the catchment 
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Your Consents and the WFD 
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“If you issue consent for a proposal which causes a water body to deteriorate 
or prevents the objectives of the WFD from being met, this will be reported to 
the European Union. This could result in the UK Government facing infraction 
(financial penalties) from the European Union.” 
Quotation taken from EA guidance 
  
Ordinary watercourse regulation within internal drainage districts is 
undertaken by internal drainage boards (IDBs) and Lead Local Flood 
Authorities. 
 

Does your consent comply with the WFD? 
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Environment Agency Flood Defence Consent 
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LCC Ordinary Watercourse Land Drainage Consent 
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North East Lincolnshire Council 
 Ordinary Watercourse Consent 
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COMPLIANCE ASSESSMENTS 
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WFD Compliance Assessments 
 
 

 
The EA have slowly been implementing WFD Compliance Assessments 
(WFDCAs). Using the planning process as a means of assessing waterbodies. 
 
Guidance should be available soon from the EA on how a WFD Compliance 
Assessment should be completed. 
 
In our experience the EA and Local Authorities have been requesting WFDCAs 
which should be completed in conjunction with land drainage consents and flood 
defence consents 
 

What does a WFDCA entail? 
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Case Study – Chellaston 
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Thank You For Listening 
 

Any Questions? 
 


