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1 IDB Biodiversity – an INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

The IDB has conducted a biodiversity audit of its district and identified those habitats and species that would benefit from particular management or actions by the IDB.  Using this information, which is presented in later sections, the IDB’s Biodiversity Action Plan has been developed.  The Plan identifies objectives for the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity within the drainage district, and goes on to describe targets and actions that will hopefully deliver these objectives.  The intention is to integrate, as appropriate, biodiversity into the Board’s activities, such as annual maintenance programmes and capital works projects.

The action plan will help to safeguard the biodiversity of the drainage district now and for future generations.  In particular, it is hoped that implementing the plan will contribute to the achievement of local and national targets for UK BAP priority species and habitats.  Species and habitats which are not listed in the UK BAP but may be locally significant for a variety of reasons have also been considered.

The Plan is an evolving document that will be reviewed and updated on a regular basis.  It covers the entire drainage district of the IDB, as shown in Figure 1.


Figure 1.  Internal Drainage Board area.
1.2 What is Biodiversity?

The Convention on Biodiversity agreed at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 defined biodiversity as: 

“The variability among living organisms from all sources, including terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems.”

Biodiversity can be defined simply as “the variety of life” and encompasses the whole spectrum of living organisms, including plants, birds, mammals, and insects.  It includes both common and rare species, as well as the genetic diversity within species.  Biodiversity also refers to the habitats and ecosystems that support these species.

1.3 The Importance of Conserving Biodiversity

Biodiversity is a vital resource and it is essential to acknowledge its importance to our lives along with the range of benefits that it produces:

· Supply of ecosystem services – water, nutrients, climate change mitigation, pollination
· Life resources – food, medicine, energy and raw materials

· Improved health and well-being
· Landscape and cultural distinctiveness

· Direct economic benefits from biodiversity resources and ‘added value’ through local economic activity and tourism

· Educational, recreational and amenity resources
1.4 The Biodiversity Action Planning Framework
This IDB Biodiversity Action Plan is part of a much larger biodiversity framework that encompasses international, national and local levels of biodiversity action planning and conservation.
1.5 Biodiversity – The International Context 

The international commitment to halt the worldwide loss of habitats and species and their genetic resources was agreed in 1992 at United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development, commonly know as the Rio Earth Summit.  Over 150 countries, including the United Kingdom, signed the Convention on Biological Diversity, pledging to contribute to the conservation of biodiversity at the global level.  These states made a commitment to draw up national strategies to address the losses to global biodiversity and to resolve how economic development could go hand in hand with the maintenance of biodiversity.

The Rio Convention includes a global commitment to achieve by 2010 a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level (www.biodiv.org/convention/default.html).  The 2002 World Summit in Johannesburg on Sustainable Development subsequently endorsed this target.
1.6 Biodiversity – The National Context

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) is the UK commitment to Article 6A of the Rio Convention on Biological Diversity.  It describes the UK's priority species and habitats, and seeks to benefit 65 priority habitats and 1149 species in total.  It identifies other key areas for action such as the building of partnerships for conserving biodiversity and gathering vital biodiversity data.

In England, Working with the Grain of Nature sets out the Government’s strategy for conserving and enhancing biological diversity, and establishes programmes of action for integrating biodiversity into policy and planning for key sectors, together with appropriate targets and indicators.  The Strategy has a Water and Wetlands Working Group and an associated programme of action that includes:

· Integrating biodiversity into whole-catchment management.

· Achieving net gain in water and wetland BAP priority habitats through Water Level Management Plans, Catchment Flood Management Plans, and sustainable flood management approaches.

1.7 Local Biodiversity Action Plans
For the UK Biodiversity Action Plan to be implemented successfully it requires some means of ensuring that the national strategy is translated into effective action at the local level.  The UK targets for the management, enhancement, restoration, and creation of habitats and species populations have therefore been translated into targets in Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs), which tend to operate at the county level.

1.8 Internal Drainage Boards and Biodiversity
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 places a duty on IDBs to conserve biodiversity.  As a public body, every IDB must have regard in exercising its functions, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.
The Act states that conserving biodiversity includes restoring or enhancing a population or habitat.  In so doing, an IDB should have regard to the list published by the Secretary of State of living organisms and types of habitat that are of principal importance for the purpose of conserving biodiversity.  In effect, this list is comprises the Biodiversity Action Plan priority species and habitats for England.

In 2007, the Government’s IDB Review Implementation Plan established a commitment that IDBs should produce their own Biodiversity Action Plans.

This IDB Biodiversity Action Plan has been produced to help fulfil these requirements and seeks to set out targets and actions that complement the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and Local Biodiversity Action Plans.
1.9 The Aims of the IDB Biodiversity Action Plan

The aims of this IDB BAP are:

· To ensure that habitat and species targets from the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and the local LBAP are translated into effective action within the drainage district.
· To identify targets for other habitats and species of local importance within the drainage district.
· To develop effective local partnerships to ensure that programs for biodiversity conservation are maintained in the long term.
· To raise awareness within the IDB and locally of the need for biodiversity conservation, and to provide guidance to landowners, occupiers and their representatives on biodiversity and inland water management.
· To ensure that opportunities for conservation and enhancement of biodiversity are fully considered throughout the IDB’s operations, and

· To monitor and report on progress in biodiversity conservation.

2 THE idb BAP process
2.1 The Biodiversity Audit

To produce this IDB Biodiversity Action Plan, information on the habitats and species present in the catchment was first obtained.  This “Biodiversity Audit” involved the collation of existing data held by the IDB and by other biodiversity partners.

2.2 Evaluating and Prioritising Habitats and Species
The Biodiversity Audit identified those priority habitats and species in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and the Local Biodiversity Action Plan that can be found in the drainage district.  Additional non-BAP habitats and species deemed to be important within the drainage district were also identified.  
Further habitats and species, together with additional targets and actions, may be added in the future, as knowledge is improved and delivery of the IDB BAP is reviewed.

A range of criteria was then used to select those species and habitats that are of particular importance to the IDB – that is to say, those habitats and species that could benefit from IDB actions.  The criteria used included their national and local status, the opportunities for effective IDB action and the resources available.

2.3 Setting Objectives, Targets and Indicators
For each habitat and species identified as being important to the IDB, conservation objectives and targets have been drawn up and set out in the Plan.  The objectives express the IDB’s broad aims for benefiting a particular habitat or species.  The related targets have been set to focus IDB programmes of action and to identify outcomes that can be monitored to measure achievement.  For each target an indicator has been set – a measurable feature of the target that, when monitored over time, allows delivery to be assessed.
In order for this BAP to be as effective as possible the targets and actions have been devised to be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time-limited).  The targets are ambitious, but are also considered to be proportionate and practicable given the resources available.

Procedural targets and actions have also been considered.  These are targets that the Board will use to measure the way in which it considers and  incorporates biodiversity across the whole range of its operations.  These may involve changes to administrative, management and operating procedures.

2.4 Implementation

Once targets have been set for habitats and species, it is important that the actions to deliver the Biodiversity Action Plan are described.  The Plan sets out how the Board intends to implement the actions in the plan, often in partnership with other organisations or individuals.

2.5 Monitoring

Achievement of the Plan targets will be measured by a programme of monitoring which the Board will undertake, in some instances with assistance from its partners, and the methods to be used are described in the Plan.
2.6 Reporting and Reviewing Progress
It is important to review the implementation of the BAP, assess changes in the status of habitats and species and the overall feasibility of objectives and targets.  In addition, it is vital that the successful achievement of targets is recorded and the gains for biodiversity registered in the public domain.
The Plan sets out the methods the IDB will be using to review the delivery of targets and to communicate progress to partner organisations and the public.

3 The Biodiversity aUDIT
3.1 Introduction

The following Sections 4, 5 and 6 summarise the results of the Biodiversity Audit, undertaken in 2008.  Section 4 provides information about the drainage district and a list of the nature conservation sites that occur within or bordering its boundaries.  Sections 5 and 6 list respectively the habitats and species occurring within the district that are of potential importance to the IDB.

3.2 Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

The following Local Biodiversity Action Plan(s) cover the IDB’s drainage district:

Information on LBAPs can be found at: www.ukbap.org.uk/GenPageText.aspx?id=57 or on BARS at: www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/plans/lbap.asp
It may be useful to include a map as an appendix if two or more LBAPs cover the district.
3.3 IDB Biodiversity Audit Boundary

The Biodiversity Audit covers the entire district of the IDB, as shown in Figure 1 and Appendix X (Insert map of IDB district as an appendix).  Where data has been obtained that shows a record of a species in a 1km square or 10km square which the district wholly or partially covers, this has been included in the area of the audit.

3.4 Sources of Data - Habitats

Information on habitats of relevance occurring within the drainage district was obtained from the following sources:

Provide brief references to the sources of habitat information.  Possible sources of data include:

· The PDF file accompanying the IDB BAP guidance provides mapped information on priority habitats within the IDB district

· GIS data on priority habitats – which can be downloaded from www.english-nature.org.uk/pubs/gis/gis_register.asp
· Phase 1 Habitat Surveys of the district conducted by the IDB or other organisations

· Local Biological Records Centres - www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nbn.php
· Local Councils

· Local Wildlife Trusts - www.wildlifetrusts.org/index.php?section=localtrusts
3.5 Sources of Data - Species

Information on species of relevance occurring within the drainage district was obtained from the following sources:

Provide brief reference to the sources of species information.  Possible sources of data include:

· Ecological surveys of the drainage district undertaken by the Board

· Protected species surveys of the drainage district undertaken by the Board

· Local Biological Records Centres - www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nbn.php
· National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Gateway - www.searchnbn.net/
· Local Bat Groups - www.bats.org.uk/batgroups/batgroups_list.asp
· Local Bird Groups - www.birdsofbritain.co.uk/bird-clubs/index.asp
· Local Mammal Groups - www.abdn.ac.uk/mammal/localgroups.shtml
· Local Wildlife Trusts - www.wildlifetrusts.org/index.php?section=localtrusts
· Royal Society for the Protection of Birds – http://www.rspb.org.uk/about/offices
4 nature conservation sites
4.1 The Drainage District

The drainage district covers an area of ?km2 and contains ?km of IDB-maintained watercourses.  It is located add relevant details.

4.2 Geology

Add a brief description of the geology of the district from geological memoirs, other reports or geological maps.  Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) should be identified below as Local Sites.

4.3 Landscape

4.3.1 Landscape Designations

Give brief details of any National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) in the drainage district. Sources of information include:

· www.magic.gov.uk
· http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk
· http://www.aonb.org.uk
4.3.2 Landscape Character

Natural England has divided the whole of England into a number of Joint Character Areas (JCA) based on characteristic landforms, wildlife and land use.  They are not designations and are not confined by traditional administrative boundaries.  For each JCA, Natural England has prepared a profile that characterises the wildlife and natural features, identifies the influences that act upon those features and sets objectives for nature conservation.

Provide brief details of each of the Joint Character Areas contained within the drainage district.  Possibly put information in a table.
Information on Joint Character Areas can be found at:

· www.countryside.gov.uk/LAR/Landscape/CC/jca.asp
Add a map as an appendix showing the limits of the JCA if two or more cover the district
4.3.3 Sites and Monuments Records

Provide details of any relevant records.
4.3.4 Tree Preservation Orders

Provide details of any relevant orders.
4.4 Statutory Nature Conservation Sites

4.4.1 International Sites

The following internationally-designated conservation sites are found within the district:
Table 1.  International Designations

	Site name
	Designation
	Features Relevant to IDB

	
	e.g. Ramsar, SAC, SPA
	e.g. ditch plants, breeding waders

	
	
	

	
	
	


Complete Table 1 with details of any internationally designated sites located within or bordering the drainage district (Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, Ramsar sites).  Sources of information include:

· www.magic.gov.uk/
· www.jncc.gov.uk/page-1390
· www.jncc.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/SAC_list.asp?Country=E
· www.jncc.gov.uk/page-1401
· http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/ukmab/ukbr.htm
In the third column briefly summarise the important habitats and species for which the site is designated, focusing on those features that may be affected by water level management and other IDB activities.  If the site has a Water Level Management Plan this should be noted.  If the list is extensive, enter a short summary here and put the full list in an Appendix.

You may wish to include as an appendix a map of the sites across the district.
4.4.2 National Sites

The following nationally-designated conservation sites are found within the district:
Table 2.  National Designations

	Site name
	Designation
	Features Relevant to IDB

	
	e.g. SSSI, NNR
	e.g. ditch plants, breeding waders

	
	
	

	
	
	


Complete Table 2 with details of any nationally-designated sites located within or bordering the drainage district (Sites of Special Scientific Interest, National Nature Reserves).  Sources of information include:

· www.magic.gov.uk/
· www.english-nature.org.uk/Special/sssi/
· www.english-nature.org.uk/special/nnr/nnr_search.asp
In the third column briefly summarise the important habitats and species for which the site is designated, focusing on those features that may be affected by water level management and other IDB activities.  If the site has a Water Level Management Plan this should be noted.  If the list is extensive, enter a short summary here and put the full list in an Appendix.

You may wish to include as an appendix a map of the sites across the district

4.4.3 Local Nature Reserves
The following Local Nature Reserves, which are designated by local authorities under Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, are found within the district:
Table 3.  Local Designations

	Site name
	Designation
	Features Relevant to IDB

	
	e.g. LNR
	e.g. ditch plants, breeding waders

	
	
	

	
	
	


Complete Table 3 with details of any Local Nature Reserves located within or bordering the drainage district.  Sources of data include:

· www.magic.gov.uk/
· www.english-nature.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_search.asp
In the third column briefly summarise the important habitats and species for which the site is designated, focusing on those features that may be affected by water level management and other IDB activities.  If the site has a Water Level Management Plan this should be noted.  If the list is extensive, enter a short summary here and put the full list in an Appendix.

You may wish to include as an appendix a map of the sites across the district

4.5 Non-statutory Local Sites
A number of sites have been identified locally as being important for wildlife.  Whilst these designations do not have statutory status, the sites themselves are important for their contribution to biodiversity and planning policy requires that they are given consideration.  The following local sites are to be found within or bordering the drainage district:

Table 4.  Non-Statutory Designations

	Site name
	Designation
	Features Relevant to IDB

	
	e.g. SINC, private reserve, RSPB, Wildlife Trust
	e.g. ditch plants, breeding waders

	
	
	

	
	
	


Complete Table 4 with details of any locally-designated, non-statutory nature conservation sites, located within or bordering the drainage district.  These sites may have a wide variety of names, including Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI), Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), or Site of Scientific Interest (SSI).  Information is not readily available on these sites, but may be obtained from:

Local development plans, local plans, unitary development plans or structure plans. The proposal maps often show the boundaries of these sites.  The relevant local authority websites can be found via the following links:

www.direct.gov.uk/en/Dl1/Directories/Localcouncils/index.htm 

Or:
www.planningportal.gov.uk/wps/portal/genpub_LocalInformation?docRef=1103046453478&scope=202&langid=0
The relevant local wildlife trust or Local Biological Records Centre may also hold information on these sites:

www.wildlifetrusts.org/index.php?section=localtrusts
www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nbn.php
In the third column briefly summarise the important habitats and species for which the site is designated, focusing on those features that may be affected by water level management and other IDB activities.  If the site has a Water Level Management Plan this should be noted.  If the list is extensive, enter a short summary here and put the full list in an Appendix.

You may wish to include as an appendix a map of the sites across the district

5 Habitat Audit

5.1 Habitat Audit Summary

This habitat audit summary lists the broad habitat types and UK BAP priority habitats that occur within the IDB district as identified by the information gathering exercise.  Also listed are habitats deemed to be of local importance and/or featured in the county Local Biodiversity Action Plan that occur in the IDB district.  Habitats that are of potential importance for the IDB, where water level management or other IDB activities may be of benefit, are identified.  Finally, brief notes are included on the potential for the IDB to maintain, restore or expand its important habitats.  (A list of relevant broad habitat types and UK BAP priority habitats can be found in Appendix 1 of the guidance accompanying this template).
Table 5.  Habitat Audit Summary

	Broad Habitat Types
	UK BAP Priority Habitat
	Local Biodiversity Action Plan Habitat
	Habitat of Importance for IDB
	Location of Habitat of Importance for IDB
	IDB Potential for Maintaining, Restoring or Expanding Habitat

	Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland
	Wet woodland
	Wet woodland
	Wet woodland
	Smithy’s Wood.  Grid Ref TG456789
	Restore condition by water level management

	
	Lowland beech and yew woodland
	Native woodlands
	No
	
	

	Rivers and streams
	Rivers
	Chalk rivers
	Chalk river headwaters
	Piddle headwaters and ditch network.  Grid Ref TG123987
	Habitat restoration by bank management

	Improved grassland
	Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
	Floodplain grazing marsh and ditch systems
	Grazing marsh and associated ditch systems
	Wandle washlands. Grid Ref TG123986
	Maintain condition

	
	
	
	
	Wandle washlands. Grid Ref TG143975
	Restore condition via WLMP

	
	
	
	
	Wandle washlands. Grid Ref TG153980
	Expand habitat by landowner partnership and new WLMP

	Fen, marsh and swamp
	Lowland fens
	Fens
	Floodplain fens
	Fodder Fen. Grid Ref  TG123987
	Restore via improved WLMP

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


5.2 Habitats of Importance for the IDB

The following section provides more information on the status and location of the habitats within the drainage district that are of importance for the IDB and may benefit from water level management or other IDB activities.

5.2.1 Habitat
Description:
National status and local county status:
Status and locations within drainage district:
Potential improvements:
5.2.2 Habitat
Description:
National status and local county status:
Status and locations within drainage district:
Potential improvements:
5.2.3 Habitat
Etc.
6 SPECIES AUDIT

6.1 Species Audit Summary

This species audit summary lists the BAP priority species that occur within the IDB district as identified by the information gathering exercise.  Also listed are species deemed to be of local importance and/or identified in the county Local Biodiversity Action Plan that occur in the IDB district.  Species that are of potential importance for the IDB, where water level management or other IDB activities may be of benefit, are identified.  Finally, brief notes are included on the potential for the IDB to maintain or increase the population or range of species of importance.  (A list of relevant UK BAP priority species can be found in Appendix 2 of the guidance accompanying this template).
Table 6.  Species Audit Summary

	Common Name
	Group
	Order
	Scientific Name
	UK BAP Priority Species
	Local Biodiversity Action Plan(s) Species
	Non-BAP Species But Important in IDB District
	Location of Species of Importance for IDB
	IDB Potential for Maintaining or Increasing Species Population or Range

	Water Vole
	Terrestrial mammals
	Terrestrial mammals
	Arvicola terrestris
	Yes
	e.g. Yes - Norfolk LBAP          e.g. Yes - Suffolk LBAP
	
	North Drain Grid Ref TL512467
	Maintain current population

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	South Drain Grid Ref TL513468
	Extend ditch management for water vole

	Reed bunting
	Birds
	Bird
	Emberiza schoeniclus schoeniclus
	Yes
	Yes
	
	West Drain Grid Ref TL520500
	Extend population by increasing length of reed fringe

	Barn owl
	Birds
	Bird
	Tyto alba
	No
	
	Yes
	Channel banks
	Increase range via new nest box introductions

	Greater water-parsnip
	Vascular plants
	Flowering plant
	Sium latifolium
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Old South Drain Grid Ref TL499001
	Extend range by re-introducing plants to suitable location

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


6.2 Species of Importance for the IDB

The following section provides more information on the status and location of the species within the drainage district that are of importance for the IDB and may benefit from water level management or other IDB activities.

6.2.1 Species
Description:
National status and local status:
Status and locations within drainage district:
Potential improvements:
6.2.2 Species
Description:
National status and local status:
Status and locations within drainage district:
Potential improvements:
6.2.3 Species
Etc.
7 Habitat and species Action Plans
7.1 Habitat and Species Action Plans
Action plans comprise the objectives, targets and actions that the IDB has identified for each of its habitats and species of importance.  The accompanying guidance document provides advice on setting objectives and targets, and the following tables use examples of how targets and actions might be formulated.

In addition, the IDB may wish to consider adopting a Procedural Action Plan.  This does not focus on a particular habitat or species but identifies IDB practices, activities or procedures that might benefit from being “biodiversity-proofed”.  For example, the IDB may wish to introduce the practice of reviewing consent applications against the requirements of the IDB BAP.
An action plan table should normally be completed for each habitat and species, though it may be appropriate to group species that share common actions into a single table.
The following sections contain action plans for each of the habitats and species that have been prioritised for action by the IDB.  The plans set out the objectives, targets and actions that the IDB believes are appropriate for each.  These plans will be reviewed and updated periodically.
8 HABITAT ACTION PLANS
Name of Habitat  
Complete an action plan and table for each habitat.
Describe briefly the national, regional and local importance of the habitat.

Indicate whether it is the subject of a UK BAP habitat action plan and/or is included in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan.
National UK BAP Targets

Give a brief summary of UK BAP targets for this habitat, where applicable.

Local Biodiversity Action Plan Targets

Give details of LBAP targets for this habitat, where applicable.

Local Status

Using information from the Biodiversity Audit and the Local Biodiversity Action Plan, describe local status of habitat.

Where known, indicate any changes in the extent and quality of the local habitat resource.

Status within the Drainage District

The Biodiversity Audit identified XX hectares of this habitat in the drainage district.  This is believed to be an upward/downward trend over the last XX years.

Describe status of habitat within the drainage district using data from Biodiversity Audit.

If possible, indicate any changes in the extent and quality of the habitat within the drainage district.

IDB Objectives and Targets

Identify objectives for the habitat.  For example:

1. Better information on location, size and condition of reedbeds in IDB area to help prioritise conservation work.

2. The safeguarding and appropriate management of reedbed sites and their associated species.

3. Restoration and recreation of areas of reedbed.

	Target Reference
	Target
	Action Reference
	IDB Actions
	Partners
	Date
	Indicators 
	Reporting

	
	Identify target
	
	Identify specific action that will contribute to target
	List other organisations which can assist
	Add date for completion
	Identify indicator for measuring progress
	Indicate monitoring and reporting period

	1
	Maintain and enhance quality of existing reedbed habitat along eastern header drain (total of 250m)
	1.1
	Identify areas where a fringe of reeds along watercourse can be maintained
	Wildlife Trust
	2009
	Channel length (m)
	2009

	
	
	1.2
	Assess existing habitat suitability for reed buntings
	
	2009
	Channel length (m)
	2009

	
	
	1.3


	Undertake restoration of habitat where required


	Landowner
	Annual
	Channel length (m)
	Annual

	2
	Create 50m of new reedbed habitat along western header drain
	2.1
	Expand the suitable reed fringe habitat where appropriate following assessment of current resource
	
	2012
	Channel length (m)
	Annual and 2012

	
	
	2.2
	Encourage the use of buffer strips and field margins to increase the area of habitat available for reed bunting
	Natural England

Wildlife Trust

FWAG
	2009 onwards
	Number of Landowner meetings
	Annual

	3
	etc
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Associated Species

List key species associated with the habitat.
9 SPECIES ACTION PLANs
Name of Species
Complete an action plan and table for each species or, if appropriate, group of species.

Describe briefly the national, regional and local importance of the species. 
Indicate whether it is the subject of a UK BAP species action plan and/or is included in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan.
Legal Protection Status

Briefly identify legislation, if relevant.
National UK BAP Targets

Give brief summary of UK BAP targets for this species, where applicable.

Local Biodiversity Action Plan Targets

Give details of LBAP targets for this species, where applicable.

Local Status

Using information from the Biodiversity Audit and the Local Biodiversity Action Plan, describe local status of the species.

Where known, indicate any changes in the range and size of the local species populations.

Status within the Drainage District

The Biodiversity Audit identified xx of this species in the drainage district.  This has been identified as an upward/downward trend over the last xx years.

Describe status of species within the drainage district using data from Biodiversity Audit.

If possible, indicate any changes in the extent of the species range and in the size of population within the drainage district.

Objectives and Targets

Identify objectives for the species.  For example:

1. Establish baseline information on distribution and numbers of the species by undertaking surveys of previously known sites.

2. Once a baseline is established for the species, existing habitats should be maintained and opportunities sought to expand its range within the IDB district.

	Target Reference
	Target
	Action Reference
	IDB Actions
	Partners
	Date
	Indicators 
	Reporting

	
	Identify target
	
	Identify specific action that will contribute to target
	List other organisations which can assist
	Add date for completion
	Identify indicator for measuring progress
	Indicate monitoring and reporting period

	1
	Maintain and enhance quality of existing water vole habitat
	1.1
	Assess existing habitat suitability for water vole
	Wildlife Trust
	2009
	Channel length (m)
	2009

	
	
	1.2
	Identify areas where suitable bankside vegetation can be maintained
	
	2009
	Channel length (m)
	2009

	2
	Create 150m of new water vole habitat
	2.1
	Expand the suitable habitat where appropriate following assessment of current resource
	
	2012
	Channel length (m)
	Annual and 2012

	
	
	2.2
	Work with adjacent landowners to increase the area of habitat available for vole
	Landowners Natural England

FWAG
	2009 onwards
	Number of Landowner meetings
	Annual

	3
	etc
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


10 PRocedural Action Plan

Introduction

A number of procedural targets and actions have been established within this Procedural Action Plan.  These are intended to integrate biodiversity considerations into IDB practices and procedures.
Objectives and Targets

A Procedural Action Plan should cover overarching and cross-cutting objectives and actions that the IDB will undertake as part of the delivery of its Biodiversity Action Plans.  These could cover areas such as:

1. Improving employee biodiversity awareness

2. Introducing training for staff and/or contractors in conservation management of drainage channels
3. Extending partnership-working
4. Producing and circulating best-practice guidance

5. Improving data and information flows
	Target Reference
	Target
	Action Reference
	IDB Actions
	Partners
	Date
	Indicators 
	Reporting

	
	Identify target
	
	Identify specific action that will contribute to target
	List other organisations which can assist
	Add date for completion
	Identify indicator for measuring progress
	Indicate monitoring and reporting period

	1
	Provide training on IDB BAP and conservation management of drainage channels for all relevant staff by 2013
	1.1
	Establish programme of 1-day courses for IDB staff
	Natural England
	2013
	Staff numbers
	Annual to 2013

	
	
	1.2
	Establish suitable training for contractors’ staff
	Contractors
	2013
	Contractors covered
	Annual to 2013

	2
	etc
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


11 IMPLEMENTATION

11.1 Implementation

Describe how the BAP will be implemented

Examine how the BAP can be implemented through:


(a) Maintenance programmes

(b) Capital works

(c) Developer/consented works

(d) Partnership working with LBAP organisations, local partners, landowners, etc
Highlight any water level management plans that are also a mechanism for BAP implementation.

Refer to accompanying guidance.
12 Monitoring

12.1 Monitoring

Describe how the monitoring of action plan targets and indicators will be organised and conducted.

Refer to accompanying guidance.
13 reviewing and reporting progress
13.1 Reviewing and Reporting Progress
Describe how BAP target progress and achievements will be reported and reviewed annually.
Describe how BAP target progress and achievements will be reported and reviewed every 5-years.
Consideration should be given to internal procedures and to the wider dissemination of biodiversity information to the general public and partner organisations.
Refer to accompanying guidance.





























































































Skeleton map of drainage district with major towns, roads, etc., in outline for location identification
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