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WRE's operating costs are funded by membership fees:

70% water companies, 30% other organisations
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. Projected supply-demand
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. Retaining flexibilty
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Annex 1: Meeting the
requirements of the
National Framework
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Annex 2: How environmental
assessments are influencing
our pian

Draft Regional Water Resources
Plan for Eastern England
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Urgent action needed by all sectors to manage the VWRE
region’s scarce water resources

WATER RESOURCES EAST
Megalitres per day
| BEC
Il <5100 * Whole of Eastern England is classified as ‘seriously
W 0065 water stressed’ by the Environment Agency

9
uNcoLN [ -15t0-40
inconsee 0to-15

*  92% of rivers and other waterbodies fall short of
nomcisie: S 0 ‘good’ ecological status

* A deficit of 640 million litres of water per day
(Ml/d) projected for 2050

e wﬁ. * Unless action taken, increasing water scarcity will:

* constrain agricultural production

* curtail economic and housing development

* endanger the East’s iconic chalk rivers,
peatlands and wetlands

Projected supply-demand deficits in 2050 (Public Water Supply only)

s www.wre.org.uk

A £6bn water security plan for Eastern England VWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

85% for the public water Driven by water needs for

2’ l 35M| Id supply, 10% for farm irrigation, irriga;io'gv;dehnevgy production 2 !441 MI I d

5% energy/industry/other and

Demand
for water

Reducing due fo climate change impacts, the need fo increase
Water available 2,300M| Id drought resilience, and environmental constraints on water abstraction 1 ,800M| Id Lincoinshie East water
for use ~ freatment works upgrade:
| B2 (surface water)
Accelerate demand Transfer schemes South Uincoinshire Take an adapiive e ol ° % Mablethore
nmanagement options: implemented Reservoir into wifer UNCONSHIE
* Smart metering to move surplus supply o faciifate demand and supply-side storage and \ st Uncolnahre East Wataer
« Universal mefering water into areas enhanced drought on recovery oler vecimart works
« Water efficiency with deficits resiience and growth, climate change L
o Further leakage and prepare for environmental and environmental o
Teservoirs Improvement factors over next 10 years Reser sy
. Beck
Our proposed I¥ .
oo > — e Higma -
(_2_,\ y J N AT
Lowestoft
K_/ Inferim supply Fens Reservoir for next-generation 4 L
opf info supply o desalination to fuifil long- Pory smoweswo ——
Conduct further investigations Suffolk, Essex and offset licence ferm environmental CAVBROGERE i | Winter Storage
during 2025-2030 to determine: Cambridge fo caps in the east Improvements, and Ruthamford Soveivcy
I Destination meet demand of ourregion as depending on success of Southwater
strategy. This will allow all sectors prior fo new well as providing mand-side m: Nodimert
1o talior solutions according fo reservolrs coming multi-sector Including as a result of wgade
local environmental needs supply. govemment policy
Drought H 0.5% annual chance = 02% annual chance RN e inforcwoler
™ of severe drought Improving to a of severe drought * Greywater reusein new freatment
tesilience restrictions L restrictions development lri
« Rainwater harvesti in PO
By 2025 By 2040 R o
Remrned fo nature through
Environmental Building on progress prior to and licence reforms and delivery of
improvement during the 2020-2025 period By 2035 Environmental Destfination priorities By 2050

Al figues are in megalires per dey IMJ/d). A megalire s @ millonfires of woet

@ www.wre.org.uk
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Some areas could lose 60%+ of licenced volumes

Public water supply: Recover (BAU) Public water supply: Resilience (BAU+) Public water supply: Enhance

Perceniage fcence reducton
<5%
510%

M 020%

Perceniage icence reducion

510%
W 1020%
[ B

Percentage licence reduction
5%

510%
M 020%
W 20a0%
W ws0%

Agriculture: Recover (BAU) Agriculture: Resilience (BAU+) Agriculture: Enhance

Percentage licence reduction Percentage licence reduction Percentagelicence reduction
5% 5% 5%
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W 2040% W 2040% W 2040%
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SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Potential returns of water to the
environment for Public Water
Supply (top row) and agriculture
(bottom row) by 2050:

* ‘Business As Usual’: to meet
existing legal requirements,
excluding ‘uneconomic’
waterbodies

BAU+: extra protection for
internationally designated
habitats

Enhance: including ‘uneconomic’
waterbodies plus extra protection
for UK designated habitats, chalk
rivers, headwaters and wetlands

www.wre.org.uk

gazette

WINTER 3002 ]

BBC Look East

BBC Look North and Lincolnshire

» BBC Radio Cambridgeshire Timing 1:07:30

« ADA Gazette (winter edition)

+ Eastern Promise Podcast !
[P
|an to manage scarce water

In UK’s driest region

(HOWHOW  MARKETS.

The bold pl
Fesources

Fw st

» Eastern Daily Press (about regional plan) 80000

» Farmers Weekly (January 2023)

« Eastern Daily Press (Norfolk Farming Conference)
» East Anglian Daily Times (Fresh4Cs conference)

« British Farmer and Grower Magazine (February 2023)
» Crop It Like It's Hot podcast (April 2023)

WATER
| REPORT |

Keeping Our Rivers Flowing March 2023

www.wre.org.uk



Kaniel Johns WRE

05/04/2023

National launch webinar 17.11.2022
Cambridgeshire Development Forum 18.11.2022
Greater Cambridge planning meeting 21.11.2022
WRE launch webinar 22.11.2022

Norfolk Farming Conference 30.11.22

Bedfordshire LNP AGM 1.12.2022
Mardlers 6.12.2022

Welland Valley Partnership 6.12.2022
Natural Cambridgeshire 14.12.2022
Lincs NFU Water Group 15.12.2022

November
2022

December

January
2023

WRE non-household water efficiency webinar
12.01.23
NFU Water Conference 30.1.23

February Witham catchment partnership 02.02.23
Fresh4Cs Conference 03.02.23

Cambridge Forum for the Construction Industry
06.02.23

Cranfield AgriTechE Conference 08.02.23
Bedford Group of IDBs 09.02.23
Hydrogen Week UK 13-19.02.23
ESWAG AGM 20.02.2022

Webinars, meetings and conference talks

March Great Ouse ADA Branch AGM 7.03.2023
Welland catchment partnership 14.03.23
FPC Futures & Careers 2023 16.03.2023
Waterwise conference 21.03.2023

Water for Tomorrow conference 22.03.2023

Keep Our Rivers Flowing summit 29.03.23

Fenland SOIL Workshop 17-18.04.23
Flood & Water Live 5-6.07.2023

Later

Norfolk Farming Conference highlights water supply worries

Enviro

QA

www.wre.org.uk
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Key statistics
Emersging Plan. 52 responses overall Draft Plan, 65 responses overall
ging ’ p v (still waiting for feedback from Ofwat & RAPID)
Method of response
Method of response Respondent type
mOnline form ® Online form = Principal Funding Member
m Standard member
= Email/letter m Email/letter
Respondent sector = Non-member
eNGOs I 1 0 Respondent sector
Other NGOs NN 3 eNGOs 13
Other NGOs ~ nmmmm 2
Abstraction NN 2 .
Abstraction —m— D
Commercial NG 4 Commercial mmm 1
Regional groups I 1 Regional groups mmm 1
A | and Agriculture/land management 10
i I
griculture/land management 5 Power mmm 1
Power INEEEN——— 4 Individuals ————
Individuals G Regulators/government agencies IE—— @/
» Local government/authorities 17
Regulators/government agencies N 2 Water companies mmm 1
Local government/councils  IEEIIENNNNNN—————— 10 Community groups mmm 1
Water retailer representatives Il 1 Navigation mmmmmm 2
. Developers m—— 3
Lobbying groups 1 1 Multi sector mmm 1
Political groups 1R 1 Consultancy —— 3
10
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Feedback on key questions SWRE
(includes responses that contained quantitative data only) WATER RESOURCES EAST
1 WRE has presented credible region-wide 2 WRE's ambition should be to achieve the 3 WRE has taken the right approach to
projections of future water needs and deficits outcomes associated with the 'Enhance' identifying potential solutions to mitigate the
across all sectors and the environment. Environmental Destination scenario by 2050. projected deficits.
10 1 -
20 9 11
5 % 3
2 2 2 1
- - . - - o [ ] 0 .
Strongly  Disagree Neither Agree Strongly Strongly ~ Disagree Neither Agree Strongly Strongly ~ Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
disagree agree nor agree disagree agree nor agree disagree agree nor agree
disagree disagree disagree
4 Does our proposed plan strike the right 5 WRE's proposed plan includes the right low- 6 WRE's proposed plan has been co-created in
balance between demand and supply-side regret supply-side options in the short, a fair, open and transparent way, involving the
options for the public water supply? medium and long-term. right stakeholders.
13 13
Too much emphasis on supply-side . 4 8
options, and not enough on demand-side 7
options a
Too much emphasis on demand-side 3|
options, and not enough on supply-side K 2 1 1 1 . I
options - . -_— -_—
— Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
I 2 Strongly ~ Disagree  Neither Agree Strongly disagree agree not agree
The balance seems about right disagree agree nor agree disagree
disagree

s www.wre.org.uk
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Timeline through to the final regional plan SWRE

July (TBC) October (TBC)
Business Plan key dates Draft Business. Final Business Plan WATER RESOURCES EAST
Plan published
20 February luly (TBC) September (TBC) I December (TBC)
Draft Regional Plan 14 March e Publish Statement of FINAL Regional Plan 24 October December (TBC) Final Regional Plan
consultation closes WSS RURESSS Response published? WRE SAG WRE AGM published?

Strategic Advisory
Group meetings | 24 May | | 3uuly |

Board Focus: Leakage/DM Board Focus: Multi-sector

WRE Board meetings

T T
3 May 21June
Board Focus: YEP/EIP Board Focus: Supply/SROs
T T

11June Early
28 February 18 April WRE Board review Extra WRE Board 12 October
WRE Board WRE Board final plan (approve Final Plan) WRE Board

|
February March April May June  July  August September October November December 2024

2023

January

Water company 29 March 21 June September (TBC) November (TBC) Early
WRMP key dates AW and E&SW -1l Awandessw | _ RN | () ST eI Y _ _ _] Approval topublish | December
consultations. statement of WRMPs shared with updated WRMPs. Final WRMPs
close response issued Defra for approval published
RAPID key dates
Y
4 1
24 February 19 May August (TBC) ! 1
CW consultation |- — —|= — =]  CW consultation |- -»] CW statement of response issued & WRMP |- = = = = 4 — = — = — = — = 1
opens closes shared with Defra for approval :
. I | 2 October
20 February 15 May 1| Water companies submit
AFW consultation = — — — = 5]  AFWstatementof === = == == = == = = = = = = = = = — PR24 business plans* to
closes response issued Ofwat
End of March Mid June * Water companies’ PR24 business plans include
RAPID Gate 2 RAPID Gate 2 final investment to progress the schemes and activities
early decisions. decision identified in the final WRMPs, during 2025-2030

s www.wre.org.uk
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Norfolk Water Water for
Strategy Tomorrow
Programme Collaboration with
Working with The Envirenment Agency,

The Rivers Trust and
pariners in France to
develop catchment
scale water resource

Nature Conservancy,
Norfolk councils

and Anglian Water
to unlock delivery

WRE’s Regional Water Resources Plan

Essex Water
Strategy

Supporting Essex
County Council

and partners o

deliver integrated
water management
upprooches to ﬂood\’ng

of naturebased
solutions at scale fo
address waterrelated

management tools and
approaches.

& Public water supply

13

and drainage,
nature restoration,
and community

challenges. engagement.
@ o

Key sectors: Key sectors: Key sectors:

o Agricuture o Agriculture o Agriculture

® Indusfry o Industry  Industry

® Environment ® Environment ¢ Environment

& Housing o Public water supply ¢ Housing
development development

Granta Chalk
Streams Project
The role that nature-
based solutions and
landuse change can
play in recharging
aquifers and addressing
local water challenges.

Bedford to Milton
Keynes Waterway
Partnership with
Environment Agency
fo exp\ore the water
and flood risk benefits
of linking the Grand
Union Canal and the
River Great Ouse.

Key sectors:
¢ Agriculture
¢ Environment

¢ Public water supply

Key sectors:
* Navigation
& Public water supply

® Environment

Toward multi-sector, catchment scale planning

Future Fens:
Integrated
Adaptation
Working with pariners
to deliver an integrated
water management
opproach to economic
regeneration and
climate adaptation in
the Fens region.

Key sectors:

o Agriculture

® Indusfry

® Environment

® Housing
development

® Navigation

& Public water supply

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

. Water resources

@ Woter quality

Flood risk management

7 www.wre.org.uk
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Proposed location for Fens Reservoir

Landscaping proposals (illustrative)
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Watersports Centre
Visitor Centre
Footpathimprovements

New cycleway provision

Sustainable transport
opportunities

Renewable energy
opportunities

sailing / watersports
Biodiversity opportunities

Water treatment works

Wetland habitat areas within
reservoir

Multi-use recreation routes

Opportunities for cycle /
footpath connections

Opportunities for green / blue
infrastructure enhancement

Proposed reservoir in the Fens:

opportunities for consultation

DODDINGTON

¥
sy,
s o,

® 14
| @

®

T

New strategic reservoirs in Lincolnshire & the Fens VWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST
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SWRE

WRE’S rOIe in drought management WATER RESOURCES EAST

* WRE has been asked to organise a new Drought Group to facilitate opportunities to share
water across sectors and protect the environment during periods of dry weather and drought.

* Intended audience:

* Water companies, abstractor groups, representatives from farming, energy, navigation,

food & drink, leisure industries, internal drainage boards, regulators

* Proposed format — monthly Teams calls:

» The current water situation and future outlook

+ Building on existing monthly calls hosted by the Environment Agency
* Areas of potential water availability and opportunities for water sharing

* Mapping exercise between water companies and other sector representatives to
identify specific areas of water availability and opportunities to share water and
support environmental needs

s www.wre.org.uk
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SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Letter from Defra: a second round of regional planning

* Joint letter received from Defra, the EA and Ofwat confirming there
will be a second round of regional planning through to 2029.

* Read the full letter here.

“We believe that regional water resources groups should be front
and centre in creating a secure and sustainable future for England’s
waters in the face of the climate and biodiversity emergency.

“Regional groups should show strong leadership in a more holistic
and integrated approach to water management, exploring
opportunities to deliver cross sector mutual benefits.”

s www.wre.org.uk
16
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Thank you for listening

To get in touch:

By email: By post:

contact@wre.org.uk Water Resources East,
The Enterprise Centre,
University of East Anglia,
Norwich, NR4 7TJ

Keeping Our Rivers Flowing March 2023
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- GWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST.

@ www.wre.org.uk
j @Daniell88 / @WaterREast

IN Water Resources East



