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 All Party Parliamentary Group for 

Sustainable Flood and Drought Management  

Notes of APPG Meeting – 14th May 2025 
 

FINAL  
 

Attendees: 
Charlotte Cane MP ( Deputy Chair & meeting Chair ) 
George Freemen MP ( Deputy Chair ) 
Jess Brown-Fuller MP 
Ros Savage MP 
Richard Tice MP ( part attendance ) 
Alice Borrett (PS to George Freeman MP ) 
Joe Eaton (PS to Lee Pitcher MP ) 
Bryony Tilsley (PS to Charlotte Cane MP) 
Raphaella Stefani (PS to Richard Tice MP) 
Joe Dean (PS to Julia Buckley MP) 
Ian Russell (London Borough of Enfield – Speaker) 
Matt Wheeldon (Wessex Water - Speaker) 
Alastair Chisholm (CIWEM - Speaker) 
Andy Russell – Parliamentary Support 
Nick Pericord – Water UK  
Cat Moncrieff (CIWEM) 
Isabel Thompson (CIWEM) 
Innes Thomson (ADA) 
 
Apologies: 
Lee Pitcher MP 
Julia Buckley MP 
 
Minutes of meeting on 25th March were taken as a correct record. 
 

Matters arising 
There were no matters arising which are not covered elsewhere in these minutes. 
 

Other actions outstanding from the meeting of 25th March were noted as follows: 
 

- Officers and Members to gather evidence of surface water flooding in their constituencies 
for discussion at the May meeting. 

- Defra to provide a more detailed response about the possible adoption of a “Totex” 
approach to funding and possible future alignment of investment programmes., 
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- Chair to make appropriate request(s) for a 60 minute and/or 90 minute back bench debate 
debate. Noted that Chair has applied for a debate without success so far, and will keep 
trying. 

- ADA and CIWEM to reflect on documents/evidence required to support a Parliamentary 
debate on SuDS as part of the debate above. To be actioned when debate time has been 
secured. 

 
Purpose of the Meeting 
The purpose of the meeting was to explore the subject of managing rainfall where it falls with 
speakers Matt Wheeldon (Wessex Water), Ian Russell (Enfield Council) and Alastair Chisholm 
(CIWEM) providing inputs to the meeting.  
 
 
Speaker – Matt Wheeldon, Director of Infrastructure Development at Wessex Water. 
 
Matt delivered an excellent talk about the merits of the UK needing to focus much more on collecting 
rainwater where it falls. At present, water companies on average have to collect, process and deliver 
130l per person per day of potable water, much of which is used to flush toilets, water gardens, wash 
cars, etc, which could be much better served by non-potable supplies. 
 
Matt said that enough rain falls on peoples’ roofs to supply the demand for non-potable water, which 
could reduce the demand on potable supplies by 49%. Overall, we don’t have water scarcity but we 
do have an issue with effective rainwater capture. 
 
Matt said that there was huge opportunity in the UK to manage rainwater better where it lands, 
covering its local capture and return to the environment. He argued that there are three key points 
which need addressed 
 

- Leadership and a better understanding of the whole water use cycle with a proper strategy 
about how to manage rainwater, 

-  Start with what we have not built and ensure that planning regulations specifically look at 
rainwater collection and provide a mandate for it. 

- Enable retrofitting and provide incentives for doing that 
 
He concluded by saying that it was time for a national rainwater strategy to be produced. 
 
Speaker – Ian Russell at London Borough of Enfield. 
 
Ian Russell went on to highlight work by the London Borough of Enfield about how they have been 
introducing and constructing raingardens across the Borough which have the double effect of 
reducing flood risk and enhancing the public realm. Because of the flood risk reduction, projects have 
been eligible to receive Flood Defence Grant-in-Aid. 
 
Revenue funding for routine maintenance of road gulleys, for example, has reduced meaning that 
instead of being able to empty gulleys twice a year, they can now only be emptied once a year on a 
priority basis. 
 
Ian went on to say that if you convert Thames Water’s aspirations of creating 7500 hectares of SuDS 
across London by 2050, that equates to about 12,000 rain gardens (of about 20m2) in Enfield alone 
which means that they would have to create about 500 per year for the next 25 years. 
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Ian went on to say that a 20m2 raingarden costs about £16 - £20k to build and about £100 per year to 
maintain. That works out at about £10 per Enfield resident per year. 
 
Ian also showed an example of where the reinstatement after infrastructure works used the 
opportunity to build back a raingarden. Ian said that there is major opportunity to examine how that 
can become standard delivery with over 165,000 roadwork contracts per year across the city. 
 
Speaker – Alastair Chisholm, Director of Policy at CIWEM. 
 
Alastair Chisholm noted that many of the rainwater management measures discussed included 
sustainable drainage (SuDS). The regulatory drivers for delivery of SuDS in new development had been 
a source of debate for many years, dating back to the summer floods of 2007 a significant proportion 
of which was surface water. 
 
Alastair ran through the mechanisms which had been set out historically; Schedule 3 to the Flood and 
Water Management Act 2010, and the planning-led approach and the strengths and weaknesses of 
each. He noted that with more detailed National Standards for Sustainable Drainage due to be 
published soon, covering design, the mechanism governing their approval, adoption and long-term 
maintenance was still being considered by government but that it appeared this was a binary choice 
between these two mechanisms. 
 
Alastair advised that experts had been examining whether there was scope for a third way that spoke 
to concerns in the pre-existing two approaches and mirrored long-established mechanisms and 
processes relating to highway approval and adoption, with which developers were familiar. 
Additionally the water company surface water drainage charge as the source of maintenance funding. 
This would unlock the outcomes targeted by Schedule 3, but in a more streamlined way. 
 
The following questions and discussion followed these presentations; 
 
Charlotte Cane MP thanked all presenters for their interesting presentations and enthusiasm for the 
subject. She commenced the discussion with a question to Matt about what sort of rainwater storage 
per household would be best. Matt said that if every house could be equipped with 3000 litres of 
storage, that would serve to flatten the peak demands potable, treated water. Current typical 
rainwater storage butts hold about 200 – 250l. We need to see this in a similar way to properties 
installing photo-voltaic cells which don’t fully supply a house, but reduce the electricity demand. 
 
Jess Fuller Brown MP followed with a question to Ian about how Enfield are financing the delivery of 
their projects? Ian responded by saying that it was very much a partnership approach involving the 
council, the Environment Agency, Thames Water and funds from developer contributions. Ian 
mentioned, however, that finding resources to deliver the projects was a challenge. 
 
Jess followed up by asking if community groups could lead projects? Essentially yes was the answer, 
with any group requiring to have the resources to do that and the capacity to manage a collaboration 
of partners. 
 
Alastair Chisholm commented that the London Borough of Enfield has the advantage of having a 
majority of separate surface water a foul sewer systems but over time, many cross-connections have 
been made which means that excess rainwater reaches the sewage treatment works and causing 
overspills during heavy rainfall. 
 
Charlotte Cane MP challenged Matt about whether, if full investment was made in rainwater 
collection, there would be a continued need for the planned reservoirs in Cambridgeshire and 
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Lincolnshire ? Matt responded by saying that yes, they would still be needed alongside a system of 
rainwater collection. 
 
On behalf of Richard Tice MP, Raphaella asked about what could be the cost and efficiency savings by 
collecting more rainwater? Matt responded by saying that savings were not just limited to capital 
costs, but extended to whole-life costs, carbon savings and maintenance costs. Matt said he would 
need to come back to the Group about efficiencies. He added that, as for the green energy sector, the 
use of grants should be considered and top priority should be given to the collection of rainwater 
locally for non-potable use. 
 
Action: Matt Wheeldon to advise on efficiencies 
 
Jess Fuller Brown MP wisely suggested that all new properties should be fitted with pipework to allow 
for immediate or deferred addition of a non-potable water feed. 
 
Charlotte Cane MP concluded the session by asking what the APPG could usefully do to help drive the 
culture of sustainable drainage and rainwater collection. Alastair Chisholm suggested that a simple 
but effective way of driving different behaviour at the development stage would be to remove the 
automatic right that developers have to connect to the sewage system. Alastair went on to suggest 
that if MPs could support an amendment to the upcoming Water Bill, that would be a very useful 
starting point. 
 
Action: Alastair Chisholm to draft a suitable amendment for consideration by APPG members 
and to seek support for an MP to put forward the amendment.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Forward planning 
 
 
June – plans are now fully in place for the June meeting of the APPG to form a session at Flood & 
Coast 2025 from 1300 to 1400 on Thursday, 5th June, where APPG Officers and Members, and industry 
experts, will come together to discuss a range of issues in open forum, with questions from the 
audience. MPs who have confirmed their participation include; 
 

- Lee Pitcher MP ( who will chair the session ) 
- Julia Buckley MP 
- Shaun Davis MP 
- Blake Sephenson MP 

 
Mark Pritchard MP has indicated it is likely he will be able to attend. 
 
Charlotte Cane was asked if she might be able to find a Liberal Democrat colleague able to join the 
group. 
 
Action: Charlotte to contact Helen Morgan MP to check her availability 
 
Action: IT to finalise details and share with attending MPs. 
 



 
 

ADA, Rural Innovation Centre, Avenue H, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LG | CIWEM, 106-109 Saffron Hill, London, EC1N 8QS 

 

July – proposal that this focuses on regenerative farming and on-farm trees & wetlands for slowing 
the flow.  Potential to invite a speaker from GWCT, as suggested by the Earl of Caithness. 
 Alternatively, it may be worth re-approaching Sir Jon Cunliffe. 
 
Autumn – A presentation on the Fens 2100+ study. 
 
Agreed Actions; 
 

- As well as APPG Chair to continue applying for a 60-minute debate, and also applying for a 
90-minute back bench debate. 

- ADA and CIWEM to reflect on documents/evidence required to support a Parliamentary 
debate on SuDS as part of the debate above when a debate session is confirmed. 

- Officers and Members to gather evidence of surface water flooding in their constituencies 
for discussion at the May meeting, 

- Secretariat to follow up with Defra on providing a more detailed response about the 
possible adoption of a “Totex” approach to funding and possible future alignment of 
investment programmes. 

- Matt Wheeldon to advise on efficiencies of rainwater collection 
- Alastair Chisholm to draft an amendment for Water Bill proposing removal of the 

automatic right to connect. 
- Charlotte Cane to contact Helen Morgan MP to check if she can attend Flood & Coast on 

5th June 
- Innes Thomson to finalise details for APPG session at Flood & Coast and communicate to 

attending MPs. 


