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Mink: Our Part in 
their downfall

By Malc Smith
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Core Area = 5,400 sq km

Buffer Zone = 9,650 sq km

50 km
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A total of 571 traps 
deployed.

A total of 410 Mink 
captures.
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A total of 1,062 traps 
deployed.

A total of 1,147 Mink 
captures.
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Over 2,000 traps 
deployed.

Over 3,000 Mink 
captures.

The last mink 
captured in Norfolk 

August 14th 2023 

Norfolk has been Mink 
free for 17 Months!
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What do we do with 
the Mink once we 

have them?
Weighed

Remove Muzzle

Any Distinctive Features?

Measured

DNA Sample

Female Fertility

Anal Gland Extraction

Feed the local Raptors

Mitochondrial 
DNA 
Haplotypes
Multiplex’s
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Mitochondrial DNA 
haplotypes

A haplotype is a set of DNA 
variants along a single 
chromosome that tend to be 
inherited together.

Multiplex’s give mother/father 
sibling DNA

By gathering this data we can 
see which located Mink are 
related and where the ‘family’ 
has travelled.

Mitochondrial DNA 
haplotypes

A haplotype is a set of DNA 
variants along a single 
chromosome that tend to be 
inherited together.

By gathering this data we can 
see which Mink are related 
and how far the ‘family’ has 
travelled.
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7 different DNA 
strains

Green Dots - Capture Locations
Blue Area - High Probability of 
family members
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Mink Teeth Differentiation

Mink Teeth Differentiation

Juvenile Tooth

The Cavity (Dark 
Centre) is large.
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Mink Teeth Differentiation

Adult Teeth

The Cavity (Dark 
Centre) has closed 
indicating the Mink’s 
maturity.

What does this tell us? 
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Water Voles 
2020/21
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Water Voles 
2023-24

Key take home messages

• Mink eradication is achievable, more rapidly, more easily than 
anyone imagined.

• Reproduction stops within 4 years of comprehensive trap 
coverage.

• Most mink don’t move far. This is why catches always drop within 
a year.

• Re-invasion will occur unless trapping covers a very large area.

• By working collaboratively we have a better chance of proper 
funding and achieving success.

• Water voles and moorhens come bounding back with no further 
intervention. Introducing farmed WVs reduces genetic diversity 
of British population and can only damage long-term viability.
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Over 
1.75 million 
trap nights 
to date
Over 2000 
traps active 
on January  
28th
Over 3000 
mink caught

ACTIVE 
TRAPS


