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Eriocheir sinensis, 
the Chinese mitten crab: 

coming soon to a habitat near you 

by Paul Clark
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Problems in Europe in the 1930s 
and since then

(Photo courtesy  of Stephan Gollasch)

Attempts to remove 
mitten crabs have 
been ineffective.

220 tonnes were 
removed from the 
River Weser in 1936 
alone.

Subsequent attempts 
were abandoned.
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Eriocheir sinensis

One of the top 100 invasives 
worldwide
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Lots Road Power Station, Chelsea

West Thurrock Power Station
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 Chinese mitten crab, Eriocheir sinensis  captured at West Thurrock 
Power Station from 1976 to 31 March 1993 when the power station was 

closed.
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Chinese mitten crab, Eriocheir sinensis  captured at Tilbury Power 
Station from 1993 to 1996 (NB. 1993 data from October; 1996 data 

until June only )
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Map collated by DASSH for the Defra/JNCC MB102 Contract
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Life cycle
catadromous

• spending most of their life in fresh water

• but must return to the higher salinity 
waters to breed

• migrate downstream during the Autumn  

Eriocheir sinensis migration 
distances

• Yangtze Kiang, China – 1300km
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Eriocheir sinensis migration 
distances

• Yangtze Kiang, China – 1300km

• River Elbe, Prague, Czech Republic – 750km

breeding cycle

Females can produce several broods during 
the breeding season

Adult mitten crabs die at the end of the 
breeding season

e.g., semelparous



ADA Environment Day 2026 sponsored by 
Breheny Civil Engineering

04/02/2026

13



ADA Environment Day 2026 sponsored by 
Breheny Civil Engineering

04/02/2026

14



ADA Environment Day 2026 sponsored by 
Breheny Civil Engineering

04/02/2026

15



ADA Environment Day 2026 sponsored by 
Breheny Civil Engineering

04/02/2026

16

Great crested grebe - London Wetland Centre
photo by Laurence Arnold
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Chiswick Eyot

Eriocheir sinensis

Biological invasions are one of the 
top five drivers of global biodiversity 

decline (Díaz et al. 2019)
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